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We hope all of you are having a great summer! A focus in this issue is the story behind our next 
Portrait Series release, the “Lucky” Cabernet-Merlot (September, 08). A year ago we asked our 

charitable partner, Canine Companions for Independence (CCI), if they had a candidate dog for our 
2008 Portrait Series release. Several weeks later they sent us a letter from Randi Price explaining as 

to why she felt Lucky was her hero and would be a great choice. We couldn’t agree more!

Lucky is a five-year-old yellow Labrador Retriever bred, raised 
and trained by Canine Companions for Independence (CCI), 
a national nonprofit organization that provides assistance dogs  
to people with disabilities who can demonstrate that an assistance 
dog will enhance their independence or quality of life. CCI dogs 
are provided at no cost to the graduates—all the expenses of 
breeding, raising, and training a Canine Companion are funded 
through private donations.
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Randi’s Story

Lucky’s Story Continued
CCI dogs begin their journey when they are whelped 
in the homes of volunteer breeder caretakers. When 
the puppies are two months old, they are brought to 
the Santa Rosa, California, Schulz campus that houses 
fulltime veterinary and kennel care staff. Following 
examination and vaccination, pups are placed in the 
homes of volunteer puppy raisers throughout the U.S. 
through one of CCI’s five regional centers. The dogs 
are returned to their regional centers at approximately 
18 months old and begin a six- to nine-month program 
of professional training. 

The next step is Team Training where CCI dogs 
are introduced to the people who may become their 
partners. Team training lasts two very intense weeks. 
At the end of the training, a public graduation 
ceremony takes place marking the beginning of a 
long-term relationship between partner and dog and 
between the team and CCI. Graduates remain in 
touch with CCI through regular follow-up programs, 
workshops and reunions.

Lucky was born to Dad, Baumann, and Mom, Zenda 
– both black Labradors – in a litter of eight puppies on 
October 12, 2003, at the home of Zenda’s caretakers, 
David and Debbie Marshall of Paradise, CA. (Zenda 
is now retired from breeding and Baumann is cared 

for by CCI’s National Breeding and Puppy Program 
Manager, Esther Molina, and her husband, Milo, in 
Santa Rosa.)

Lucky was raised by Adrienne & Beau Beamesderfer of 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. At 17-months old, Lucky 
went to the training center in Oceanside, CA, outside 
of San Diego, where he was trained by professional 
instructor, Simi Balter.  Lucky graduated November 
12, 2005 with partner, Randi Price, a nurse practitioner 
at the Children’s Hospital in Denver, Colorado.

“I was diagnosed with Muscular Dystrophy when I was 
29. I was doing triathlons and climbing mountains at 
the time. But, when I got the news, I promised myself 
I would never let this disease take away my joy in life, 
and that I would do whatever I needed to adapt well 
and happily. 

That’s where Lucky comes in. 

Lucky has enhanced my life and made it much richer in 
ways I didn’t even know were possible. He is my bridge 
to a world I saw slowly slipping away from me. When 
you navigate through the world sitting down, it’s easy 
to be overlooked; people don’t always notice someone 
in a chair, or they’re hesitant or don’t know just how 
to interact. Lucky bridges that gap. People notice him. 
They smile. They ask me about him or compliment me 
about how handsome and well behaved he is. Maybe 
I’m partial, but to me there is nothing more irresistible 
on this earth than a yellow Labrador!

Lucky gives people permission to be more open than 
they normally would to a stranger on the street. It’s 
amazing how a wagging tail and button nose can be 
an invitation to friendship. Lucky knows no strangers. 
Only friends. And together we have many.

Lucky meets Dad, Baumann in Santa Rosa, April 08
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Kibbles and Sips!
From Anne Noto, Office Manager

Enhance your experiences with our wines by trying these 
terrific food pairings… 

Labrador Retriever Sauvignon Blanc… 
super with Sushi;

Bloodhound Chardonnay…
wonderful with homemade Chicken Salad in a  
garden-fresh tomato;

Golden Retriever Chardonnay… 
sensational with a light seafood salad or crab cakes!

…and this delicious recipe!

While we are in the season of the grill, this Grilled  
Tomato Basil Flank Steak is sure to please…best paired  
with Yogi Cabernet-Syrah.

I work at the Children’s Hospital in Denver as a nurse 
practitioner for the Surgery Department. Lucky and 
I travel throughout the hospital and see hundreds of 
children in our clinics each year: many with grave 
illnesses. Once again, Lucky is a bridge. He has his own 
fan club and kids who come in for their appointments 
always ask for Lucky. They talk to us about how they 
feel, what they’re afraid of, or how they think it’s ‘really 
cool’ seeing us scooting around, and how they want a 
dog just like Lucky. What an amazing gift that is to me, 
knowing that this yellow friend of mine is bringing tons 
of joy, not only to me but to these ailing kids as well!

There are several members of our staff who may not 
know me but they sure know Lucky by name. They 
tell him ‘hello’ and to ‘have a nice weekend’. And if 
they don’t see him with me, their first question always 
is, ‘Where’s Lucky?’  He has become our unofficial 
mascot. Little did I know that my service dog would be 
of service to so many!

Lucky is the first one I see when I wake up and the 
last one I say goodnight to. If I wake in the night, he is 
there next to me, often with his head on the pillow. He 
goes to the barn with me and helps me with my horse. 
He’s there at work, at the movies, with friends, on the 
airplane, and in the mountains pulling the wheelchair 
on a hiking trail. 

Lucky is my hero because he is my steadfast, stalwart 
and constant companion; together we navigate 
unknown waters. He is by my side, ever present, 
ever faithful and always giving me strength and joy. 
He is my fellow traveler down this road of Muscular 
Dystrophy and as long as he is with me, I know we can 
meet any challenge that lies ahead. 

Lucky is my hero because he does his job; he does what 
he was born to do. And he does it with such heart and 
unconditional love! If I can live as exuberantly and 
love as boundlessly as Lucky does, I will have led a 
successful life. Lucky me!”

Grilled Tomato Basil F lank Steak

 Ingredients:
 2 pounds flank steak

 ½ cup olive oil

 ¼ cup Balsamic Vinegar

 2 medium-sized tomatoes, roughly chopped

 Garlic – fresh crushed cloves - to taste

 5 large, fresh basil leaves - torn

Preparation:
Place the steak in between two sheets of plastic wrap. 

Tenderize the steak with a meat mallet using the spiked side. 

Be sure to pound both sides of the meat.

Mix the remaining ingredients in a one-gallon-size  

re-sealable bag. Place steak in bag to marinate  

overnight in the refrigerator.

Grilling:
Heat grill until very hot and turn it down to  

medium-low before placing the steak on it. This may  

cause some sporadic flames from the oil, so you  

may want to have a spray bottle handy. Grill for 

approximately 6 minutes on each side.  Remove  

from grill; place on platter; cover with aluminum  

foil and let rest for 10 minutes. Thinly slice meat  

against the grain and enjoy hot or cold. Great as  

a main course or as a wonderful sandwich on  

crusty bread with a garlic herb spread and  

caramelized onions!  
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Art,Music,Wine andGreatTimes
Sponsoring the Wine and Jazz Pavilion at this year’s Cherry Creek Arts Festival was a great way to introduce our 
wines and make new friends. More than 370,000 people attended the event, many of whom stopped by the tent 
to enjoy a glass (or bottle) of Cru Vin Dogs wine, meet our charitable partners, view the label art, and enjoy some 
great music. Hope to see you next year!

Cru Vin Dogs tracks down small lots of special wines and grapes from vineyards throughout the world to
 craft masterful blends of exceptional quality and value. Labels in our portfolio feature original, graphite 
or pastel pencil illustrations of real dogs drawn by artist Jay P. Snellgrove. A minimum of ten percent of our revenue is split evenly between our 
charitable partners: Canine Companions for Independence (CCI) www.cci.org, and the Morris Animal Foundation’s Cure Canine Cancer Campaign 
www.curecaninecancer.org; we also make addition donations on selected wines to great causes like the Alie Foundation, www.alie.org, in order to 
provide both awareness and funding. 

Visit us online @ www.cruvindogs.com; or at Cru Vin Dogs Collection, 1500 South Pearl Street, Suite 100, Denver, Colorado 80210
303.722.7363; 1-866-278-8461 (1-866-CRU-VIN1).

Mary Snellgrove and 
MAF’s Tina Martinez

Randi Price (on right), Lucky and 
CCI friends outside the CCI table

Enjoying the wine, art and jazz

The CVD Wine and Jazz  
Pavilion provides a nice respite

Morris Animal Foundation’s  
table on Saturday

Bill Foss and Brandi Mullins  
work the Cru Vin Dogs table

Beating the heat with  
Labrador Sauvignon Blanc

Alie Foundation’s founders  
Richard and Leticia Berellez

CCI assistance dogs-in-training 
enjoying the shade

Tristan 
Snellgrove  
with Sophie

Mary Snellgrove explains the basics about food  
and wine pairings


